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When time matters most

DO-NOT-RESUSCITATE
ORDERS

A Do-Not-Resuscitate (DNR) order is an instruction, issued for a specific person, by a
physician providing treatment for that person. A Health Care Proxy and Living Will are
completed by the individual and witnessed by others. A DNR advises that the person
does not want cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) in the event that his/her heart stops
beating or he/she stops breathing. A DNR order instructs health care facilities, their staff,
and emergency medical personnel (including ambulance personnel) not to initiate CPR.
Hospitals and nursing homes have their own forms which need to be completed in
order to enact a DNR.

Individuals residing in the community may have a non-hospital do-not-resuscitate order
issued. This form is intended for patients not originating in a hospital or nursing home
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WHICH ORGANS CAN BE DONATED?

The ability to donate organs depends upon your age medical condition and
circumstances at the time of death. Organs are evaluated on an individual basis.
Organs that may be allowed to be donated include your: heart, lungs, kidneys, liver,
pancreas and intestines.

WHICH TISSUES CAN BE DONATED?

e Whole eyes or corneas may be donated to provide the gift of sight.

e Hearts may be donated for human heart valves.

e Cardiovascular tissue (which includes the thoracic aorta, the abdominal aorta with
iliac arteries, saphenous veins and femoral arteries) may be donated to restore
compromised blood circulation.

e Bone and soft musculoskeletal tissue, such as ligaments, may be donated for
orthopedic and spinal surgeries, and sports medicine injuries.

e Skin may be donated to promote healing and prevent infection in critically burned
individuals.

"The greatest hero | never knew was
the organ donor who saved my life."

-Anonymous

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ORGAN DONATION, VISIT WWW.DONATELIFENY.ORG



http://www.donatelifeny.org/

